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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is January 9, 
2002. The time is 12:36, and this is Battalion 
Chief Dennis Kenahan from the safety battalion of 
the Fire Department of City of New York. 

I'm conducting an interview with Peter 
Giammarino, firefighter 2nd, from Engine 58 in the 
quarters of Engine 58. 

Q. Peter, just tell us what you remember from 
September 11. 

A. Okay, chief. On our way downtown, I think it 
was somewhere in the 40s, we made a turn towards the 
west side to go down the west side. I believe we took 
the Westside Highway, and all the cops had their guns 
drawn, so we knew -- you know, we knew there was -- we 
knew beforehand, actually. After the second plane hit 
the south tower, we kind of knew it wasn't an 
accident. 

So when we pulled up with all the rigs, I 
think we stopped about -- there was a pedestrian 
crossing. I think it was Vesey Street and West Street, 
and we had a couple of extra guys on the rig, so we 
grabbed everything that we could: Roll-ups, extra 
bottles, life-saving rope, Halligans, search rope, 


everything that we can carry, that we can think of, 
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which was pretty much everything, all the CFRD 
equipment. 

And as we approached the towers -- I remember 
when we got off the rig, our lieutenant told us to 
stick together, so that was our main objective, to get 
into the building, if it's going to be a long 
operation, to stay together. 

So when we got down towards the towers, we 
kind of got separated inadvertently, because there were 
jumpers, and they were pretty much landing right in 
front of us, and it was hazardous. That fireman from 
216 -- I think it was from 216 -- that got hit by a 
jumper, he was right next to us, right close to us, so 
when he had gotten hit, somehow as a company, we split 
up. 

Between that -- and there was -- the whole 
block I think was on fire. All the parked cars were on 
fire. There were a couple of firemen hooked up right 
to a hydrant fighting the car fires. I don't know what 
companies they were from, though. I didn't notice 
that. 

So between -- basically we had to navigate 
ourselves into the building without getting hit by 


either the debris or jumpers, so we split up as a 
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company. So half of us went in and half of us remained 
outside, and then eventually we were able to get into 
the lobby of the Marriott. 

We were there just a few minutes. I mean, 
when we first walked in, I saw some guys from 131 
truck. I rotated through there, so I knew them, and 
one of the guys said to me that he had just heard that 
the Pentagon was bombed, be careful up there. 

So we went into the lobby just a few feet 
towards the elevator banks, and our lieutenant said 
"Stand fast, open up your coats, cool off a few 
minutes, and I'm going to go see what we gotta do." 

And it seemed like maybe it was a minute. It 
wasn't that long at all, and we heard this sound that 
kind of sounded like an airplane. We thought it was 
another airplane hitting the towers. That's exactly 
what it sounded like, you know, and it gradually got 
louder. And someone yelled, "It's coming towards the 
windows," like the front of the Marriott that might 
have been like an atrium or something like that. 

So we basically -- we all ran for cover 
somewhere where we could, you know, just wherever we 
ended up. There was nowhere to go really. Then it got 


black, and there was a lot of wind, and stuff flying 
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all over, and then when everything stopped, we were 
trapped in there, and we had to negotiate our way out, 
so I was with two other guys from my company, and maybe 
one or two other firemen. I don't know what company 
they were from, though, and we found our way out, and 
we let some civilians out, and we heard a radio 
transmission from my lieutenant. I didn't have the 
radio that day. 

Q. Lieutenant Nagel? 

A. Lieutenant Nagel. He had made a radio 
transmission. He was giving a role call. He wanted to 
know where we were and who was with us. So it didn't 
sound like he was trapped or anything like that. 

We thought -- the three of us thought that 
the rest of our company was out of the building, so we 
lost all radio transmissions, and then there was a 
Mayday given, so we didn't want to jump on the radio on 
top of that. 

I think it was Fireman Brennan from 4 truck. 
He was saying that he was knocked unconscious, and he 
had no idea where he was. He gave that two or three 
times. He gave his name and his company and what had 
happened to him, and I later learned that he was in the 


lobby of the Marriott, and Lieutenant Nagel had 
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mentioned to the guys in the lobby that he was like 10 
feet from him, so they were in that same area where the 
elevator banks were. 

We also had a couple of chiefs from the 12th 
battalion in that area, too, Chief Marchbanks and 
Scheffold. 

So after the south tower had come down, me 
and two other guys from the company had gotten out. 
Ansbro and Weber, and we were just trying to regroup. 
We didn't even know what had happened. I didn't even 
think the tower had come down, because when you look up 
at them, at a certain angle, one hides behind the 
other. Like at a certain angle, you don't realize that 
there's two there. That is what I thought I was 
looking at. I had no idea that it had come down, so I 
just couldn't focus at that time, you know. I couldn't 
really comprehend what had happened. 

So somehow or another, we had got away from 
the debris field a little bit, and there were injured 
Civilians and police, and we started assisting them, 
and then before you knew it, the other tower, the north 
tower, had come down or started -- it came down, and so 
then I realized really what had happened with the south 


tower. 
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Q. Where were you when the north tower came 
down? 

A. When the north tower came down, we were by -- 
there were some boat slips. We were in that area, so 
when the north tower came down, we were over there, and 
just a few minutes later Mike Fitzpatrick, who was our 
chauffeur that day, he came. He hurt his leg, so he 
was like walking with a limp or he was favoring that 
one leg, and he had told us that we were missing 
Lieutenant Nagel and David McGovern. 

At that time, we thought David was missing, 
because he was separated from all of us. I'm not sure 
when he got out after the north tower or the south 
tower came down, but there were three guys from 58 
after the south tower that came down that were in the 
lobby in the Marriott trying to free Lieutenant Nagel, 
because he was trapped. He was in a tight spot, but he 
was okay, and they were working with 122 truck, and 
then another few minutes later the other members from 
the company came out, and we regrouped, and we went 
back into the lobby of the Marriott again, because we 
knew where our lieutenant was, so we were hoping that 
he was still in that void where he was. 


So we were in there just for a few minutes 
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maybe and the chiefs pulled us out. They told us we 
had to get out, so we got out, and then later on we 
went back in again, and they pulled us out once more, 
and that was it. They said we lost radio 
transmissions, and we couldn't risk any members to go 
in there at that point, because the Marriott was 
leaning. 

It turns out that it leaned for awhile until 
they knocked it down, but at that point, it was 
leaning, and they didn't want to put us in that risk of 
coming down on us. 

That's basically it. Do you need anything 
after that? 

Q. No, that's fine. 
A. We did actually -- we heard that 288 -- there 
were some members from 58 that saw Squad 288. 

When we were in the street with the fireman 
from 216 that had gotten hit, the other half of the 
company went in, and they had seen 288 in the lobby, 
and one of those guys was on the telephone, and I mean 
that -- I didn't see that. That's what they had told 
me, so he was calling someone before they went up 
whatever, and they were just a couple of minutes before 


us, ahead of us, and I think also 279 might have been 
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just a few minutes ahead of us also, Engine 279. 

Q. You think they went into the south tower or 
they were all in the lobby? 

A. Well, I had spoken to guys from 131 truck, 
and they had told me that -- I don't know. I think 
they're dispatched differently to the trade center, but 
for some reason I think they were together in the 
lobby, and the engine 279 had just went ahead. 

They were just ahead of the truck, but I 
didn't see 279. I did see 131, though. I don't know. 
I really don't Know where. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: That's fine, Pete. 

Thank you. The time now is 12:48, and this 


concludes the interview. 


